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Los medios de comunicacién holandeses vy su tratamiento de la Causa Palestina

Los medios de comunicacién holandeses, a la hora de tratar la Causa
Palestina, se dedicaban a difundir la imagen de Israel como un pequefio pais
rodeado porenemigos portodoslos lados y siempre amenazado, presentando
a la resistencia palestina como un grupo de terroristas que amenazaban a
Israel. Pero esta visién empezd a cambiar durante la Primera Intifada cuando
los medios de comunicacidon comenzaron a publicar fotos de la opresion
que ejerce Israel sobre el pueblo palestino. No obstante, estos medios de
comunicacion todavia prestan mds atencion a Israel, y, generalmente, publican
justificaciones por las actitudes de la Ocupacién Israeli diciendo que son
maneras de defenderse y reaccion a los actos palestinos “de suicidio”. Cabe
destacar aqui que la mayorifa absoluta de los corresponsales de estos medios
de comunicacién son judios o estdn casados con judios, por lo que sus
informes son siempre favorables a la vision israelf.

En contraposicidn a esto encontramos los trabajos del director holandés
de origen palestino Hani Abu Asaad , que fue el invitado de honor en el
Festival de Cine Documental en Amsterdam celebrado a finales de 2005.
Recientemente se ha estrenado su pelicula documental titulada “Paradise
Now"'(que recoge las veinticuatro Ultimas 24 horas en la vida de dos amigos
palestinos que deciden inmolarse en Tel Aviv). Esta pelicula gand premios
en el Festival de de Amnistia Internacional y en el Festival de Cine de Berlin.
Ultimamente, gané el premio a la mejor pelicula extranjera en los Golden
Globes en los EEUU.?
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Los partidos politicos holandeses y su actitud hacia la Causa Palestina

Palestina y declara el derecho del pueblo palestino en establecer un Estado
Independiente en Cisjordania y la Franja de Gaza dentro de los fronteras
de 1967. En cuanto al derecho de retorno de los Refugiados Palestinos, las
actitudes de este Partido no son nada claras. Considera que este derecho
de retorno es legalmente correcto pero no es prdctico y no contribuye en
el Proceso de Paz. Muchos palestinos y drabes pertenecen a este Partido y
participan en sus actividades.

El Partido Socialista

Este partido es izquierdista con origenes maoistas. Consiguié algunos
escafios en el Parlamento hace unos afos y hoy en dfa lo representan
ocho miembros en el Parlamento. Las actitudes de este Partido son las
mds favorables al pueblo palestino. Considera que Israel es un proyecto
imperialista y no lo reconoce. Sin embargo, desde que ha entrado en el
Parlamento, se han notado algunos cambios en su actitud. No obstante, sigue
siendo el partido mds partidario del pueblo palestino.

El resto de los partidos holandeses son pequefios. La mayorfa son
derechistas y generalmente sus posiciones son favorables y de apoyo a
Israel.
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por el apoyo ilimitado a Israel. Sin embargo, con el paso del tiempo y a medida
que mds se alejaba la época de la Segunda Guerra Mundial fue adoptando
posturas mds positivas y moderadas hacia Palestina. En su programa politico,
el partido alude al conflicto palestino-israeli y apoya el establecimiento de
un Estado Palestino junto con Israel en Cisjordania y la Franja de Gaza. Pero
no adopta ninguna actitud clara sobre el tema de las fronteras del Estado
Palestino y lo deja a las negociaciones entre los palestinos y los israelfes.
No obstante, hay importantes personajes, que pertenecen a este Partido
y que ocupaban cargos ministeriales, que declaran su apoyo al derecho
de autodeterminacion del pueblo palestino. Entre ellos estdn Klas de Fries,
Ministro del Interior durante el Gobierno del Partido Laborista, y Jan Pronk,
enviado especial de las Naciones Unidas a Darfur en Sudén.

El Partido Laborista se considera el partido mds importante de la oposicién
y es el segundo partido en Holanda. Juega un papel de gran importancia en
la polftica holandesa. La mayorfa de los alcaldes holandeses pertenecen a
este Partido. La Organizacién Juvenil que pertenece a este Partido tiene
actitudes mds positivas hacia la Causa Palestina que el Partido Madre.

El Partido Liberal (VVD)

Es uno de los partidos de derechas holandeses mds importantes y que
mds apoyan a Israel, siendo el tercero mads grande en Holanda. Generalmente
se alinea con el partido que gana con mayoria para conseguir algunos escafios
ministeriales. Uno de sus miembros, Frans Weissglas , preside el Parlamento
Holandés y apoya continuamente a Israel y no esconde sus actitudes hostiles
respecto de la Causa Palestina.

El Partido de la Izquierda Verde

Este Partido es resultado de la fusion de tres partidos de izaquierda
holandeses anteriores; el Partido Pacifista Socialista, el Partido Politico Radical
y el Partido Comunista Holandés. Adopta actitudes favorables a la Causa
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Los partidos politicos holandeses y su actitud hacia la Causa Palestina

El Partido Democratico Cristiano

El Primer Ministro actual pertenece a este partido que es el mds grande
de los partidos holandeses. Estd en coalicién con el “Partido Liberal” y
“Democracia 66". Representa a la Derecha Moderada en la sociedad
holandesa y estd formado por protestantes vy catdlicos. Como la mayorfa de
los partidos holandeses, este partido es conocido por su simpatia y apoyo
a Israel. No obstante, hay miembros de este partido que han cambiado
de actitud y se han mostrado grandes partidarios del pueblo palestino,
como el Ex-canciller “Hans Van Den Brooke” que ademds ocupd el cargo
de Comisario de la Unidn Europea. Sin embargo, este partido tiene la
misma actitud y comparte opinion con EE.UU. respecto a la mayoria de los
temas internacionales, sobre todo los temas de Oriente Medio y la Causa
Palestina.

En el programa politico de este partido no se hace referencia a una actitud
especifica hacia la Causa Palestina. Lo que aparece en este programa, en
forma resumida, es que “el conflicto palestino-israell es imposible de resolver
aunque se considera como una amenaza internacional creciente. EEUU, la
ONU, la UE y Rusia trabajan juntos para resolver este conflicto. El Partido
Democrético Cristiano considera que la politica holandesa y europea tiene
que esforzarse mds en encontrar los modos de apoyar esta iniciativa”.

Como consecuencia de este texto, el Partido no quiere adoptar
ninguna actitud clara en cuanto al conflicto en Oriente Medio y considera
que la responsabilidad de tomar tal decision depende de otros poderes
internacionales. Sin embargo, en la practica se muestra favorable a Israel. En
este sentido hay que mencionar que Rud Rubbers, anterior Alto Comisario
de las Naciones unidas para los Refugiados, es holandés y pertenece a
este Partido. Ocupd el cargo de Primer Ministro de Holanda durante tres
mandatos sucesivos.

El Partido Laborista Holandés

Este Partido es de tendencia democrdtica socialista y representa a la
Izquierda Moderada. Las actitudes oficiales de este Partido se caracterizaban
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lo que afecta negativamente a la influencia y eficacia de la Comunidad en
la sociedad holandesa. La Comunidad Arabe en Holanda alcanza los 300,000

miembros.

La Comunidad musulmana en Holanda y su
relaciéon con la Causa Palestina

La Comunidad musulmana en Holanda no se diferencia mucho de la
drabe. Los turcos representan la mayorfa absoluta y alcanzan los 300.000. A
pesar de la importancia que tiene la Causa Palestina para algunos miembros
de esta Comunidad, no presenta un interés de gran importancia. Los intereses
de esta Comunidad se limitan a aquellos temas internos y a su relacién con la
sociedad holandesa. Centra sus actividades en la construccién de mezquitas
y en practicar el rito isldmico. Los lideres de esta Comunidad consideran
que la dedicacién a la Causa Palestina es una tarea politica que puede crear
malas relaciones con las Autoridades Holandesas. Asi que las Autoridades
Isldmicas en Holanda prefieren alejarse de cualquier dedicacién a la Causa
Palestina. Esta actitud se hizo mds evidente después de los atentados del | |
de septiembre en los EE.UU.

El nimero musulmanes en Holanda alcanza los 700.000 y las mezquitas
son mas de 600.

La relacién entre la Comunidad Musulmana y la sociedad holandesa se
vio afectada negativamente después del asesinato por parte de un extremista
de origen marroqui en 2004 del director de cine holandés Theo Van Gogh,
que mostrd publicamente su hostilidad ante el Islam. Este asesinato llevd a
una oleada de atentados contra mezquitas y centros isldmicos en Holanda.
Ademds, el Gobierno Holandés hizo recortes en el programa de bienestar
que da a los emigrantes la oportunidad de mantener fuertes enlaces con

sus paises de origen.

24



La Comunidad drabe y musulmana en Holanda

La comunidad arabe y su relacion con la Causa
Palestina

Los marroquies constituyen la mayor parte de la Comunidad Arabe
en Holanda. En esta Comunidad predomina un estado de divisidn entre
aquellos que son partidarios y aquellos que se oponen al sistema en su
pafs de origen. Estos Ultimos pertenecen a los movimientos izquierdistas
marroquies y consideran la Causa Palestina una parte muy importante de
su actividad politica. Sin embargo, la dedicacién a la Causa Palestina se limita
a celebrar algunos actos publicos, fiestas y discursos que no llegan a influir a
la opinidn publica holandesa. Esto se debe a la falta de activistas preparados
y a la falta de recursos, ademds al hecho de que se centran en criticar la
politica de su pafs y en asuntos de integracion en la sociedad holandesa, que
es considerado un tema esencial por parte de los holandeses.

En cuanto al sector que apoya el régimen marroquf, éste mantiene una
actitud simpatizante con la Causa Palestina y siempre participa continuamente
en las manifestaciones a favor de Palestina, pero también carece de la
fuerza suficiente para llegar a la opinién publica holandesa. Surgen de este
grupo algunos discursos extremistas isldmicos que dificimente pueden ser
aceptados por los holandeses, tanto de izquierda como de derecha.

También nos encontramos en Holanda con muchos iraquies que llegaron
despuésde la Primera Guerra del Golfo.Estos alcanzan los 40,000y pertenecen
principalmente al Kurdistdn. No obstante, la actitud que mantienen estos
con respecto a la Causa Palestina es a veces negativa porque consideran
que parte de los palestinos apoyaba el régimen de Saddam Hussein. Sin
embargo, hay algunos iraquies que son partidarios de la Causa Palestina y
participan en actividades solidarias para apoyarla.

Asimismo, hay egipcios y tunecinos que ejercen un papel muy destacado
en el apoyo de las actividades de la Comunidad.

Lo que més caracteriza a la Comunidad Arabe en Holanda es la falta de
organizaciones habiles y liderazgos eficaces. Esto se debe a que la mayoria de
ellos estdn ocupados con su trabajo y las oportunidades para ganarse la vida;
los drabes en Holanda se enfrentan a dificultades laborales, de alojamiento
y de educacién. Sus hijos no contindan la ensefianza superior; una parte
deja de ir a la escuela muy pronto y otra no llega a la ensefianza superior,
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Queremos recalcar que los interesados por la Causa Palestina ahora son
mucho mds que antes. Esto se debe a la actitud de Israel hacia el pueblo
palestino, que muchos ven que se contradice enormemente con los Principios
de los Derechos Humanos.
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Organizaciones relacionadas con la Causa Palestina

el pueblo palestino. Este grupo ve que el pueblo palestino tiene el derecho
de establecer un pais independiente en Cisjordania y la Franja de Gaza y
defiende la idea de que Jerusalén sea una ciudad unificada capital para
Israel y para Palestina. Ademads, pide que se llegue a una solucidn justa para
la cuestién de los refugiados palestinos, pero no clarifica su visidn acerca de
esta solucién.

En muchas ocasiones, los miembros de esta organizacién participan en
diversas actividades palestinas.

Es de mencionar que algunos personajes importantes holandeses que
ocuparon varios puestos polfticos importantes, como Ed Fan Tain, ex-alcalde
del Municipio de Amsterdam y ex-ministro del Interior y Hiti Do Ankona,
ex—ministra de Cultura y Salud, pertenecen a esta organizacién.

Situacion interna de la Comunidad

De lo mencionado mds arriba se puede deducir que existe un estado
de divisidn dentro de la Comunidad Palestina en Holanda. Aqui hay que
diferenciar entre la divisién y la heterogeneidad, ya que la situacion de la
comunidad se caracteriza mds por la segunda que por la primera; todas estas
asociaciones e instituciones no han sido capaces de unificar sus esfuerzos y
coordinar su actividad en un sdlido plan de accidn para conseguir llegar a la
opinién publica holandesa.

A pesar del estado de escisién que predomina, hay unos elementos
de fuerza en la Comunidad Palestina en Holanda que, si se aprovechan
bien, pueden utilizarse positivamente para plantear la Causa Palestina a la
sociedad holandesa. Entre estos elementos encontramos el surgimiento de
una segunda y tercera generacion de los palestinos residentes en Holanda
que conocen muy bien la forma de dirigirse a los holandeses y su vision
sobre los judios v la Segunda Guerra Mundial.

Desgraciadamente las Instituciones Palestinas no dirigen ninguna atencidn
a esta generacién y no existen actividades o programas para ellos a no ser
por las pocas y dispersas iniciativas personales, como la iniciativa de algunas
mujeres palestinas que han fundado una escuela drabe para que los hijos de
los palestinos aprendan la lengua drabe y la historia de la Causa Palestina.
Esta escuela tiene alrededor de cien nifios.



favor de la Causa Palestina. Se fundd tras la guerra de 1967 por un grupo de
holandeses que apoyaban la Causa Palestina y quienes pertenecian todos a
la Izquierda Holandesa. Ha seguido trabajando a favor de la Causa Palestina
hasta hoy dia. Se enmarca dentro de la Izquierda Holandesa y siempre ha sido
la parte que presentaba y defendia el punto de vista palestino. A pesar de su
influencia sobre la opinidn publica holandesa, no ha sido capaz de ganarse el
apoyo de la sociedad a favor de la Causa Palestina. No obstante, su trabajo
hace que la Causa Palestina esté siempre presente en los circulos politicos
holandeses. Siempre publica folletos sobre la Causa Palestina, ademds de
publicar periddicamente una revista llamada “Somud' cada tres meses con la
participacion del Comité Belga de Palestina.

Otras Organizaciones

» Institucion del Didlogo Judio-Palestino

Se fundd en los ochenta con la participacidon de un ndmero limitado de
palestinos y de judios holandeses. Sin embargo, no tuvo bastante influencia
en el apoyo a la Causa Palestina, y se limitd a establecer relaciones personales
entre sus fundadores y a mostrarse en los medios de comunicacidén como
palestinos que defendian la paz y alejados de cualquier extremismo.

» Institucion Frente al Enemigo

Se fundd en 2003 y sigue el mismo estilo que sigue el Comité del Didlogo
Judio-Palestino. Tampoco pudo realizar ninguna labor importante a favor de la
Causa Palestina. Sus miembros se limitan a establecer relaciones personales
entre ellos através de la organizacién de fiestas comunes para dar a conocer
las costumbres y tradiciones de los dos lados.

» OtraVoz Judia

Aparecié hace unos afios una Organizacidn Judia llamada “Otra Voz
Judfa” fundada por algunos personajes holandeses-judios que rechazan el
monopolio de Israel para representar a los judios en todo el mundo. No
reconoce a Israel como un representante suyo y critica la polftica israeli hacia



Organizaciones relacionadas con la Causa Palestina

palestino como a nivel holandés. La Ultima actividad que hizo la Comunidad
fue participar eficazmente en una fiesta en solidaridad con el pueblo palestino
en Amsterdam. Esta fiesta se celebrd en “Oster Park” en Octubre de 2004,
Antes, conmemoraron el aniversario de las masacres de Sabra y Shatila en
La Haya. Luego, convocaron la celebracién de un dia palestino en Utrecht.
La Asociacion, también, participé en las actividades de mds de 7 asociaciones
que apoyaban la Causa Palestina en Groningen en el norte de Holanda,
con la participacion de una delegacion del municipio de Jabalia en Gaza. Se
reunid con los responsables de las asociaciones, comunidades y sociedades
drabes con el objetivo de aunar esfuerzos y trabajar conjuntamente. Cabe
destacar que la Asociacidn tiene un plan de trabajo bien preparado desde
comienzos de 2005.

» Segundo: El Consejo Palestino

La sede estd en la ciudad holandesa de Utrecht. Es de mencionar que lo
que se aplica a la Asociacion de la Comunidad Palestina se aplica al Consejo
Palestino, con la Unica excepcidn de que los socios en este Consejo no
pertenecen a los miembros de “Fatah” y se presentan como independientes.
No han podido influir mucho en el trabajo de la Comunidad y sus actividades
son semejantes a las que realiza la Asociacidon de la Comunidad Palestina.
A nivel holandés, se restringe a las actividades que ejercen organizaciones
holandesas izquierdistas.

» Tercero: La Casa Arabe

Es un forum creado por un hombre de negocios palestino en La Haya
para reunir a intelectuales palestinos, drabes y musulmanes. Sin embargo, este
forum no ha tenido bastante influencia sobre la opinién publica holandesa
y su actividad se limita a organizar seminarios e invitar a pensadores drabes
y palestinos para dar conferencias. La Casa Arabe cuenta con un publico
relativamente asiduo aunque se limita a algunas docenas de palestinos,
drabes y musulmanes, ademds de algunos partidarios holandeses de la Causa
Palestina.

» Cuarto: El Comité Palestino de Holanda

Es uno de los mds importantes comités y organizaciones que trabajan a



conferencia a la cual asistieron drabes de todas las ciudades de Holanda y
se eligid un nuevo Comité Administrativo para la Asociacién que se encargd
de trabajar para mejorar la situacién de la Comunidad. En este contexto, el
Presidente de la Comunidad tuvo varias entrevistas con diversas sociedades
y asociaciones drabes y holandesas que apoyaban la Causa Palestina y con
algunos embajadores drabes para que pudieran conocer adecuadamente
la. Comunidad Palestina y la importancia que tenfa para los drabes la
Causa Palestina. Asimismo, se fortalecié la relacion entre la Comunidad
y los palestinos en la patria a través de Asociaciones y Sociedades No-
Gubernamentales con el fin de establecer relaciones entre los palestinos en
didsporay los palestinos en la patria y clarificar el punto de vista palestino en
el dmbito de las asociaciones y sociedades y del publico drabe y holandés.
El éxito que tuvo la conferencia animo a muchos palestinos a establecer
sucursales para la Asociacion en sus ciudades de residencia. La Comunidad,
también, organizd actividades sociales y actos nacionales como la Fiesta de
Ruptura del Ayuno vy la Fiesta del Sacrificio.

En cuanto a los actos y celebraciones nacionales, la Comunidad Palestina
en Holanda ejercié un papel muy importante en ofrecer datos que daban
cuenta de la situacidn en Palestina, observar las reacciones holandesas,
clarificar el punto de vista palestino y movilizar la opinién publica en
solidaridad con nuestro pueblo palestino que sufre matanzas y actos de
sabotaje a mano de las fuerzas de Ocupacion Israeli. Esto se demostrd desde
el primer dfa de la Intifada que estallé en 2000, ya que la Comunidad organizé
muchas manifestaciones (mas de 42) , la mayoria de ellas en La Haya, frente
al Parlamento Holandés vy la Embajada Israeli,y en la ciudad de Rétterdam y
en el sur de Holanda en Maastricht. La manifestacién mds grande tuvo lugar
en Amsterdam con un grupo de Organizaciones Arabes y Holandesas que
apoyaban la Causa Palestina en la cual participaron nifios, jdvenes y mayores,
mujeres y hombres.

En el dmbito universitario, la Asociacién también tuvo un papel destacado,
proyectando peliculas que hablaban sobre Palestina, ademds de plantear
debates aclaratorios sobre la defensa del pueblo palestino, ademds de
intervenciones importantes en la televisidn, la radio y los periddicos.

Ademas, la Comunidad quiso mostrar el lado cultural palestino e invité
al gran poeta palestino Abu Arab. También, el grupo palestino en Holanda
“Hanin” participd en todas las celebraciones nacionales tanto al nivel



Organizaciones relacionadas con la Causa Palestina

Organizaciones Palestinas

La situacion inactiva de la Comunidad perdurd hasta finales de los noventa
cuando empezaron nuevas iniciativas para formar un marco que representara
a la Comunidad Palestina en Holanda. Surgieron cuatro grupos diferentes

que competian por la representacion de la Comunidad Palestina:

» Primero:Asociaciéon de la Comunidad Palestina

Esta Asociacidon no tiene ningln sistema de afiliacién ni ha organizado
ninguna eleccién democrdtica hasta ahora. Sus miembros son simpatizantes
de Fatah y su capacidad para movilizar a la Comunidad Palestina o influir en
la opinién publica holandesa es muy limitada. Sus actividades se limitan a la
organizacion de celebraciones en las ocasiones palestinas a las cuales asisten
muy pocos miembros de la Comunidad. La actividad de esta asociacion estd
restringida a participar en los seminarios y manifestaciones organizadas por
el Comité Palestino de Holanda.

Ademas, el mismo cuerpo directivo de ésta plantea algunos obstdculos
para alcanzar los objetivos marcados ya que sus lideres no dominan el
holandés ni estdn al tanto de la sociedad holandesa y su manera de pensar.
Asimismo, el liderazgo polftico de la OLP tiene mucha influencia sobra la
Asociacidn, lo que le hace perder su capacidad para llevar a cabo cualquier
iniciativa nacida de la sociedad holandesa, y tal iniciativa se queda manipulada
por las instrucciones de las Autoridades Palestinas en el exterior que no
poseen ninguna informacién sobre la situacion en Holanda.

Examinando las actividades de la Asociacién de la Comunidad Palestina
en Holanda, resaftan los trabajos de unificacién y acercamiento entre los
miembros de la Comunidad Palestina y la importante y efectiva labor de
fortalecimiento de las relaciones sociales de los palestinos entre si'y de éstos
con la sociedad holandesa. Es de destacar también la capacidad de acercar
las aspiraciones y esperanzas de la comunidad palestina en Holanda y los
objetivos de nuestro pueblo en Palestina.

La primera conferencia de la Comunidad Palestina se celebrd en la ciudad
de Rétterdam en un ambiente lleno de entusiasmo. Como consecuencia de
esa conferencia, se eligié una Comité Administrativo para la Comunidad con
siete miembros que se mantuvo hasta 1999. Luego, se celebrd la segunda
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Tamano de la Comunidad Palestina en Holanda

No existen estadisticas precisas sobre el nimero de palestinos en Holanda, ya
que hay muchas divergencias sobre el asunto. Sin embargo, es totalmente seguro
que el nimero de palestinos en Vlaardingen supera los 1000. La mayorfa son de
NablUs y sus alrededores, que llegaron a Holanda con la primera migracién, ademas
de los descendientes de estos y los nuevos miembros de la comunidad fruto del
matrimonio y la agrupacién familiar;, asf como los que llegaron posteriormente.

La presencia palestina no se limita solamente a esta ciudad sino que también
estd presente en la mayorfa de las ciudades holandesas. Ademds, el traslado de la
Organizacién en 1994 a Palestina llevé a un ndmero considerable de empleados
de la Organizacién a trasladarse desde Tunez a Europa. También llegaron a Holanda
un importante nimero de palestinos procedentes de Cisjordania, la Franja de Gaza
y Jordania, que pidieron asilo politico. Los que no lo consiguieron tuvieron que
abandonar el pafs.

No obstante, el nimero total de palestinos en Holanda se ignora. Se estima que
llega a los 10000. Es dificil hacer una estadistica ya que la mayorfa de los palestinos
no tienen pasaportes y se registran siempre bajo otras nacionalidades.

De todas maneras, hay fuentes que sefialan que el nimero de palestinos en
Holanda alcanza los 7000, llegados de distintas ciudades y pueblos palestinos, y
de todas las capas sociales: obreros, campesinos, estudiantes, ingenieros, médicos,
artistas, escritores, periodistas y pintores. La Comunidad Palestina estd presente en
Holanda casi desde el afio 1967.
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favor de la Causa Palestina. Esta situacion se mantuvo hasta 1982, cuando salid la
Resistencia Palestina de Libano y luego tuvieron lugar las masacres de Sabra y Shatila.
Esta marcha de la Resistencia de Libano tras las masacres condujo a una oleada de
emigracion a Europa, sobre todo por parte de los palestinos residentes en Libano vy,
por supuesto, Holanda era uno de los paises que recibié parte de tal emigracién.

La emigracidn creciente de los palestinos aumentd enormemente la cantidad de
palestinos de modo que los miembros de las distintas uniones también llegaron a
ser mucho mds que antes. Cabe destacar que esa etapa se caracterizaba por varias

Ccosas:

» El establecimiento de distintas uniones privé a la Unidn Palestina de su papel
como Unidn principal de la Comunidad.

» La llegada de muchos inmigrantes palestinos nuevos, que trafan con ellos las
diferencias que reflejaban las divergencias politicas que habia en el Libano, causé un
conflicto entre los activistas palestinos, lo que no era de ningin modo beneficioso ni
favorable para la actividad palestina.

-Ademds, el crecimiento de la influencia de la OLP sobre la Comunidad vy sus
actividades, lo que, a veces, tenia un impacto negativo, puesto que la Organizacion
no entendfa los mecanismos de accion en la sociedad holandesa. Asimismo, en esta
etapa se inaugurd la oficina de la OLP en Holanda. No obstante, su inauguracion
no conllevd ninguna influencia positiva en aquel entonces, dado que se concentrd
dnicamente en movilizar a la mayor cantidad posible de palestinos sin tener en
cuenta el impacto de esto sobre la sociedad holandesa. A principios de los noventa,
la sede de la Comunidad Palestina se cerrd ademds de todas las Uniones Palestinas
de estudiantes, obreros y mujeres, junto con la Unién Palestina. Como consecuencia,
la actividad palestina en Holanda volvié otra vez a depender de iniciativas individuales
por parte de algunos palestinos. Prevalecié en Holanda un largo periodo de
inactividad. No obstante, el Comité Palestino de Holanda fue la excepcion, dado
que no estaba bajo ningln poder palestino. Sin embargo, como fue mencionado
anteriormente, no tenfa ninglin efecto sobre la opinién publica holandesa.

Hay que sefalar aquf que los Acuerdos de Oslo también tuvieron un efecto
negativo sobre la actividad colectiva palestina. Por un lado, debilitd la base politica
de los activistas palestinos. Por otro, hizo perder a la Autoridad Palestina cualquier
interés por el papel de las Comunidades Palestinas en el extranjero, entre las cuales
estaba la Comunidad Palestina en Holanda. Este abandono condujo a una desilusidn
y a un debilitamiento de las actividades a favor de la Causa Palestina.



Etapa post-1967

Después de la guerra de junio de 1967, se formd el Comité Palestino de Holanda
por un grupo de izquierdistas holandeses que apoyaban la Causa Palestina. Cabe
destacar aqui que, hasta ahora, este Comité estd todavia activo. Sin embargo se ha
limitado su actividad a la lzquierda Holandesa v, a pesar de los esfuerzos de sus
miembros, no ha sido capaz de representar una fuerza que pueda influir y llegar al
publico holandés.

A pesar de esto, no se produce ningln acto de la comunidad palestina hasta
principios de los ochenta. Todas las actividades palestinas estaban restringidas al
Comité Palestino de Holanda, junto con algunas otras personas como Mahmoud
AlRabany y Musa AlSaudi. A principios del afio 1980, un grupo de palestinos de
la Comunidad pidieron que se convocara una conferencia en que se discutieran y
establecieran los medios posibles para realizar trabajos y actividades a favor de la
Causa Palestina. Esta conferencia se celebrd el 26/01/1980 con la asistencia del Sr.
Abdallah AlEfrengui, representante de la OLP en Alemania. En esta conferencia, se
cred la Unidn Palestina de Holanda, que tuvo repercusiones positivas en la Comunidad
Palestina, ya que muchos miembros de la comunidad palestina se adhirieron a ella.
La Unidn inicié una campafia importante de actividades, organizando seminarios y
manifestaciones, y tomd contacto con los politicos holandeses para convencerles
de la justicia de la Causa Palestina. También, la Unidn organizé con mucho éxito un
gran festival el 29/1 1/1980 al que asistieron cerca de 3000 drabes y holandeses. Este
festival fue el primero de su tipo, sobre todo por la cantidad de gente que asistid
a favor de la Causa Palestina. En ella, el difunto Jaled AlHasan dio un discurso muy
conmovedor: Asimismo, asistié un grupo de politicos holandeses y representantes
de varios partidos politicos, lo que provocd a los grupos de presion sionistas en
Holanda, que organizaron una manifestacién delante de la sala en la que se celebraba

el festival.

El éxito que tuvo este festival hizo que los Sindicatos Palestinos Centrales
propusieran la creacién de uniones palestinas de obreros, estudiantes y mujeres en
Holanda, que pertenecieran a las Uniones Centrales cuyas sedes estaban en Libano
o Siria. La formacidn de tales uniones, en aquel entonces, parecia que iba a dar un
impulso a la actividad palestina. De hecho, el comienzo parecié muy prometedor.
Se inaugurd una sede para la Comunidad en Vlaardingen, donde vivia la mayorfa de
los palestinos. En aquella sede, se empezaron a llevar a cabo muchas actividades a
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Los inicios

La historia de la Comunidad Palestina en Holanda data de los cincuenta,
precisamente en los afios que siguieron a la Tragedia de Palestina en 1948,
cuando algunos estudiantes palestinos empezaron a venir a Holanda en busca de
oportunidades para estudiar y trabajar Este grupo de estudiantes se enfrentd a
una realidad muy dificil y a una sociedad simpatizante con Israel y totalmente
ignorante de la Causa Palestina. Esta actitud caracterizé a la lzquierda Holandesa,
incluidos los comunistas, que eran mucho mds fuertes que ahora. Sin embargo, la
presencia palestina empezd a cambiar a principios de los sesenta, precisamente en
los afios 1961 y 1963 con la llegada de un grupo de 120 obreros palestinos con una
empresa de margarina (ROMI) que tenfa una sucursal en Nablus. Este grupo estaba
compuesto de palestinos de Nablus y los pueblos y campos de sus alrededores.

La empresa mencionada mds arriba alojé a esa gente en casas abarrotadas y
les impuso condiciones de trabajo que limitaban en gran medida su libertad para
moverse ya que trabajaban en turnos de dfa y de noche y ademds no les permitian
abandonar esta empresa y trabajar en otras. De esta manera, si alguien pensaba
en cambiar su lugar de trabajo, serfa expuesto a ser expulsado de Holanda. Es
mas, la empresa no hacfa ningln esfuerzo para ayudar a estos a aprender la lengua
holandesa. Tampoco tenfan el tiempo suficiente para tomar iniciativas personales
para aprender la lengua ni para mezclarse e integrarse en la sociedad holandesa
a causa de la presién del trabajo. Por eso, estd gente permanecid encerradas en sf
mismos Yy arraigados a sus tradiciones y costumbres de Palestina. Ademds, el gran
apoyo que mostraba Holanda hacia Israel hacfa que tuvieran miedo a apoyar la
Causa Palestina e incluso se hacfan pasar por jordanos y no se presentaban como
palestinos. Incluso, los habitantes de la ciudad de Vlaardingen, donde vivian, no sabian
que habfa una Comunidad Palestina entre sus ciudadanos.

Esta Comunidad Palestina tuvo un efecto positivo sobre el grupo de estudiantes
mencionados mds arriba y les estimuld a esforzarse para formar una Asociacion
para los palestinos en Holanda a mediados de los sesenta, precisamente en 966,
para trabajar a favor de la Causa Palestina a nivel de los medios de comunicacion
y recoger donaciones para la Organizacién para la Liberacién de Palestina. Esta
Asociacién estaba dirigida por el difunto Mahmoud AlRabany, el difunto Musa
AlSaudi y el Dr.Wasef Shadid, junto con el Sr. Rohi Alledr por parte de los obreros.
Sin embargo, por la falta de recursos disponibles, esta Asociacién no perdurd mucho
y desaparecidé unos meses después de su creacion.
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2 Ningidn investigador o institucidon ha presentado una serie completa (o
incompleta) de estudios sobre “los palestinos en didspora’, ni apenas sobre cualquier
Comunidad en los pafses que acogen a palestinos.

3 Sin embargo, hay que reconocer que este estudio forma parte de una serie
de estudios basicos susceptibles de desarrollo, ampliacidn, y de futuros actos de
profundizacién y actualizacidn, dentro de un marco profesional de autenticidad, de
transparencia y documentacion. Esto, en realidad, es una obligacion nuestra (y de
nuestros lectores).

4 Queremos confirmar que la Institucion recibe de buen agrado los comentarios
relativos al desarrollo de los estudios y las referencias cientfficas y de investigacion
para lograr nuestros objetivos y aspiraciones. Si nuestro trabajo anda con ritmo
lento, es debido a los limitados recursos humanos y financieros v a las circunstancias
en que se realiza la investigacion.

5 Ya es hora de recolectar los frutos de nuestra investigacidn, que se realizd
gracias al esfuerzo que este equipo hizo para superar la escasez de recursos.
Queremos expresar nuestra gratitud a todos los investigadores (los de la IIP y los
de otras entidades) por su contribucién directa o indirecta a la realizacién de este
estudio (y de otros mas), que tiene como objeto llegar a aquellos lectores que
estén interesados en la Causa y despertar su espiritu patriético, nacional, humano
e intelectual, y dar a conocer ciertos hechos y datos que eran hasta el momento
desconocidos para algunos.

Cualquier comentario sobre nuestros trabajos, asi como aportaciones cientificas
por parte de los lectores, son bienvenidos..

Dr. Asaad Abdel Rahman
Presidente Ejecutivo



Prefacio

La Institucidn Internacional de Palestina (IIP) tiene la primicia de cosechar los frutos
del esfuerzo de un ndmero de investigadores, en colaboracién y coordinacion con la
Institucidn, que han llevado a cabo una serie de estudios sobre las comunidades de
palestinos en didspora.. Esta vez presentamos un nuevo estudio sobre la Comunidad
Palestina en Holanda. Este estudio forma parte de la serie de “Estudios Sincrénicos”
(interesados por todo cuanto concierne a las comunidades palestinas: sus origenes,
su evolucidn, su composicién, los problemas y desafios con que se enfrentan, etc...).
Estos estudios estdn dirigidos por el Presidente Ejecutivo y el Departamento de
Investigaciones de la IIP que también supervisan la “Serie de Estudios Pararelos”
(que trata temas importantes que estdn relacionados, directa e indirectamente, con
dichas comunidades y sus actuaciones). Ademas, nuestro Comité Cientifico, que
estd compuesto por los Drs. Mohammed Mikdashi, Hasan Al-charif, Emile Nemah
Khoury, y Nabil Dajani, tiene a su cargo supervisar el disefio y el desarrollo de la
pagina Web de la Institucion, asi como realizar los “Estudios Diacrénicos” y la base
de datos de la Institucion.

Antes de leer y analizar los datos, las estadisticas y las causas presentados aqui,
queremos advertir que este estudio, en su inicio, pretende ser una iluminacion
académica, que esperamos que se fundamente en la investigacién cientifica y objetiva.
Esta es una de las metas principales por las que se fundd la IIP

Nuestros investigadores han hecho un tremendo esfuerzo para superar la
escasez de recursos y documentos, y conseguir datos integros, y no incompletos, en
un momento en que la investigacién cientifica es considerablemente escasa.

La importancia de este estudio, y de otros que seguirdn, radica en algunos
factores; los mds importantes son:

| Este estudio es la primera cosecha de una tierra virgen, ya que casi no hay
referencias sobre estos temas en las bibliotecas drabes y extranjeras, tanto en los
centros de estudios sobre los refugiados (o los palestinos) y la Causa Palestina, asf
como en Internet.
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3 Safeguarding Arab and Palestinian identities among Community members
and building bridges of cooperation and friendship with the Dutch people
and other communities;

4 Building bridges among members of the Palestinian Communities wher
ever they are located;

5 Supporting the right of return of the Palestinian People to their home-
land and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state with Jerusa-
lem as its capital;

6 Fighting all forms of racism and extremism;

/ Celebrating national and religious occasions of the Palestinian People;

8 Teaching Arabic and Dutch to members of the Palestinian Community;

9 Calling for religious tolerance and dialogue, as well as respect for other
cultures, and bringing about freedom of opinion amidst the circles of the
Palestinian Community in the Netherlands;

|0 Building friendly and cooperative relations with all Arab and Dutch in-
stitutions as well as with active groups who promote Arab affairs;

| I Publishing a cultural and social periodical that caters for the Palestinian
Community’s affairs in the Netherlands.

For more information about The Palestinian Community Association in the
Netherlands, contact:

Mr. Zaid Tayyem

Tel: +31-65.17.36.849

or write to:

De Gebondenheid van de Palestijnse Gemeenscap in Nederland,
Centaurusdreef 88

3561 AR Utrecht

Tel: +31-65.17.36.849
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Appendix

Declaration of the Formation of the Palestinian Community Association in
the Netherlands

Considering the importance of organizing the Palestinian Community in
the Netherlands in a framework that safeguards its political, economic and
cultural interests,

And looking forward to making this Community more effective and
helpful in developing all aspects of life for Palestinians in this country,

And looking forward to enabling the Community to be a mass
representative, defending the legal rights of our Palestinian People and our
national cause,

The Community has decided to form this Association to be a cradle for
our Palestinian People living in the Netherlands.

Goals and Objectives:

| Serving the Palestinian Community in the Netherlands and safeguarding
its language and culture;

2 Establishinglovingand brotherly bridges between the Palestinian Community
and nurturing cooperation with members of other Arab communities;
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artists, painters, writers and journalists.

The Arab community in the Netherlands totals about 300,000, with
Moroccan Arabs constituting the larger segment of the community. There
is also a large number of Iragis who came to the Netherlands after the first
Gulf war. They are estimated to be around 45,000 including a significant
number of Kurds. In addition there are some Egyptians and Tunisians but the
overall feature that characterizes the Arab community in the Netherlands is
its lack of strong organization and effective leadership.This is due to the fact
that the majority is, naturally, preoccupied with its daily affairs.

The number of Muslims in the Netherlands, whose population is around
| 6 million, is approximately one million,and there are more that 600 mosques
around the country. The Islamic communities in the Netherlands are not
much different from other Arab communities. The Turks form the majority,
exceeding 300,000. Although the Palestinian cause is important to some in
this community, it is not really a matter of major concern.

The relationship between the Islamic community and the Dutch society
was strained after the murder in 2004 of the Dutch filmmaker, Theo Van
Gogh, who was an outspoken critic of Islam, by an extremist of Moroccan
origin named Mohammad Boyri who is now serving a lifetime prison
sentence. The incident sparked a wave of attacks on mosques and Islamic
centers around the country. There is also Samir Azozi, 22 years of age and
sentenced to 8 years in prison on charges of plotting attacks. In addition, the
Dutch government began to cut back on welfare programs that encourage
immigrants to maintain strong links with their homelands”.

The situation has changed considerably after the ascension of the right
wing parties to power. It has become extremely hard, even virtually impossible,
to get asylum in the Netherlands. This issue has become more complicated
in the presence of the immigration minister, Rita Feirdonk, who is described
by the Dutch, and not only the refugees, as merciless. A comparison between
the number of refugees in 2000 and 2005 sheds light on the new asylum law,
which has been concluded in the EU, and is threatening many asylum seekers
with the threat of being returned to their countries, regardless of the political
situations there. In 2000, more than 43500 applicants requested asylum, but
this number declined to 12350 applications in 2005.

In 2005 the asylum seekers in the Netherlands, as a percent of the total
applicants to European countries, were 6%. In contrast France attracted 20%,
Britain 13% and Germany 2% of asylum seekers. Refugees are placed in
special camps, until a decision is made regarding their applications. In the past,
this process used to take several months, but it now might require ten years.
On several occasions the Dutch authorities returned Iranians, Iragi Kurds and
Arabs to Kurdistan on the pretext that conditions there were calm.
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Summary

The immigration history of the Palestinian community to the Netherlands
dates back to the early 1950s, the years that followed the Palestinian tragedy
in 1948.At the time, a small number of students came to the country seeking
both higher learning and work. This group of students encountered difficult
conditions, as well as a society that was sympathetic towards Israel and highly
ignorant of the Palestinian tragedy ‘Nakba'.

After the June 1967 war, the ‘Palestine Dutch Committee’ was formed
by a group of Dutch leftists who were supportive of the Palestinian cause.
Still active today, this committee, however, remains confined to the left wing
movement and, despite great efforts exerted by its members, could not
force itself onto the public sphere in the Netherlands.

In 1980 the ‘Palestinian Union in the Netherlands' was established, causing
positive repercussions within the Palestinian local community, where many of
its members enrolled in the nascent union.The ‘Union’ started an awareness
campaign by organizing seminars and demonstrations, and by contacting
Dutch politicians with the aim of drawing their attention to Israeli atrocities
in Palestine. A venue was inaugurated in Vlaardingen, where the majority of
the community was living.

The high influx of new Palestinian immigrants, who poured in after
the ‘Sabra’ and ‘Shatila’ massacres, bringing with them the differences that
mirrored political sensitivities and disputes in Lebanon, led to clashes among
Palestinian activists. As a result, the Palestinian activities in the Netherlands
became once again dependent on individual initiatives embraced by some
resident Palestinians. A long period of inactivity in the Netherlands prevailed.
The Palestinian Dutch committee, being under no Palestinian influence, was
the exception. However; its effect on Dutch public opinion was minimal.

Some sources put the number of members of the Palestinian community
at around 7,000, hailing from various regions in Palestine, since 1967, and
belonging to all walks of life: laborers, peasants, students, engineers, physicians,
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The Role of the Dutch Media

The Attitude of the Dutch Media towards the
Palestinian Problem

The Dutch media generally portrays Israel as a small state, surrounded
and threatened by hostile and aggressive enemies. It also used to associate
the Palestinian resistance movement with terrorism. This point of view has
changed since the first ‘Intifada’. At the time, the media, though in a shy and
limited manner, started publishing photographs showing Israeli persecution
of Palestinians. However, the Dutch media is still biased towards Israel, often
justifying the crimes committed by the Israeli occupation, portraying them as
acts of self defense and as reactions to Palestinian attacks. It should be noted
here that the majority of the correspondents are either Jewish or married to
Jews. Therefore, their reports are often inclined in favor of Israel.

In contrast, the Dutch filmmaker of Palestinian origin, Hani Abu As'ad, was
the key guest at the international documentary film festival in Amsterdam
in late 2005. His film, ‘Paradise Now’, won the ‘Blue Angel' and ‘Amnesty
International’ prizes at the Berlin film festival. The film, which chronicles the
last twenty four hours in the lives of two Palestinian friends who planned to
blow themselves up inTel Aviv, also won the prize for best foreign film at the
‘Golden Globe' awards in the United States.”

Anti-Islam Film

The extreme right wing parliamentarian, Gerd Fildars, stirred chaos when
he declared that he was working on an anti-Islam film, dealing with the
Quran. The prime minister, Jan Peter Belknnendi, denounced all intimidation
attempts and declared that the government will intervene if there is stepping
over the limits.

MohammadAl-Rabei,president of the Moroccan-Islamic societies, stressed
the need for self control and urged the Islamic countries not to boycott
Dutch products. He pointed out that Fildars's would fail if no confrontations
or encounters occur and Muslims would prove that they are more intelligent
and democratic than he might have thought.”

35



X
X
X
X
X

X
ODOC XXX X
X" x

OGN X

X
XXX X

XX§XX X Xy XX

Chapter Five

The Role of the Dutch
Media



The‘Labor Party'is considered the strongest opposition party. It is the second
largest party in the Netherlands, and plays an important role in Dutch politics.
Most Dutch mayors belong to this party. Its youth organization has a more
moderate stance regarding the Palestinian cause than that of the mother party.

Liberal Party (VVD)

This party is one of the most prominent right wing parties, and the most
supportive of Israel. It is the third largest party in the Netherlands and often
aligns with strong parties to win a few ministerial seats. One of its members,
Frans Weissglas, chairman of the Dutch parliament, is an ardent supporter of
Israel and makes no secret of his enmity to the Palestinian cause.

Green Left Party

This party is a union between three former left wing parties, namely the
‘Social Pacifist Party’, the ‘Political Radical Party’,and the ‘Dutch Communist Party’.
It adopts favorable attitudes towards the Palestinian struggle and recognizes the
right of the Palestinians to an independent state on the West Bank and Gaza
Strip within the 1967 borders. The party has no obvious stance regarding the
right of return of Palestinian refugees, however. It considers the right of return
legal but not practical and does not serve to further the peace process. Many
Palestinians and other Arabs belong to this party and take part in its activities.

Socialist Party

This is a left wing party, with Maoist origins. It has been able to win a few seats
in parliament and is currently represented by eight MP’s. This party is the most
supportive of the Palestinian cause. It considers Israel as an imperialist project
and, therefore, does not recognize its existence. Although some changes in its
position have been observed since its entry into the parliament, it still remains
the most sympathetic to the Cause.

The rest of the Dutch parties are minor and lean towards the right. Most of
them sympathize with Israel.
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Dutch Parties and Their Stance vis-a-vis the Palestinian Cause

Christian Democratic Party

The present prime minister belongs to this party, which is the strongest in
the Netherlands, and is currently in a coalition with the ‘Liberal Party’ and the
‘Democracy 66 Party'. Christian democrats represent the moderate right, which is
a Protestant-Catholic gathering. Like most parties in the Netherlands, it is known
for its support for Israel. However, some of its members distanced themselves
from their parties’ position and showed great support for the Palestinian People.
Among them is the previous foreign minister,and former European commissioner,
Hans van den Brooke. The policy of this party, however, is a mirror image of the
U.S. administration’s policy towards world affairs, including its policy towards the
Middle East and, in particular, the Palestinian problem.

The platform of this party does not indicate any explicit stance regarding
the Palestinian cause. Its general viewpoint on this matter can be inferred from
the following statement the party once issued: “The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
may not be solved, although it is regarded as a growing international menace.
The USA, the UN, the EU and Russia (The Quartet) all work together in order
to find a solution to this conflict. The Christian Democratic Party believes that
Dutch and European policies must concentrate on supporting this initiative”.

According to the party, the responsibility of taking decisions on the Israeli-
Palestinian issue lies in the hands of other international powers. However, this
party is largely supportive and sympathetic to Israel. A former Dutch UN high
commissioner for refugees’, Rud Rubbers, is a member of this party. He also held
the position of prime minister for three consecutive terms.

Dutch Labor Party

This party adopts a social democratic approach representing the moderate
left. The position taken by the party had been characterized in the past as
extremely supportive of Israel. However it has recently started to adopt more
moderate views.In its political platform, this party now supports the establishment
of a Palestinian state on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, living side by side with
Israel. No transparent position is taken by the party regarding the final borders
of the Palestinian state, leaving this issue for final negotiations between the two
parties. Some prominent members in this party, previously holding ministerial
positions, declare their unequivocal support for the Palestinians’ right for self-
determination. Among those is Klass de Fries, former interior minister during the
Labor Government, and Jan Pronk, the UN special envoy for Darfur, Sudan.
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Differential Treatment of Arabs and Muslims

Abdul-Salam Bin Ali, a Moroccan who immigrated to the Netherlands in
1979, at the age of 23 said that his son was unable to get practical training
because he is an immigrant. He adds:“There is a lot of differential treatment.
The Dutch children are separated from the foreign children. In the school
near my home there are only foreign children. This is not normal.”

In a country whose sense of tolerance is a historical fact rather than a
cliché, the Dutch have reached what is pretty much a consensus about the
integration of the Muslim immigrants in their midst. The parties have turned
their approach to insisting on demands for Muslims’ compatibility and tighter
immigration controls.

This also means a kind of consensus that includes acknowledgment that
much more democracy is needed in the hiring and the education of Muslims.
Fritz Bolkestein, the former European Commission member, who began
writing in the early 1990s about Islam as a challenge for Europe had indicated
that the Dutch need a constitutional amendment ending religious schooling.
“Divided schooling leads to a divided country,” he said.’

Prohibition of the Veil

In November 2006 the Dutch government passed a law prohibiting the
wearing in public places of the veil and all other forms of Islamic face covers.
The government described its action as necessary for security reasons. The
immigration minister; Rita Feirdonk, set up to draft one of the sternest laws
governing face covers in Europe. In a country widely known as one of the
most diverse and flexible in Europe, the Netherlands has become the first
country to impose a total ban on Islamic face covers in all places, despite the
fact that other countries prohibited face covers in specific areas. Debates in
Europe on whether Islamic veils and head covers hindered integration of the
Muslim communities in their host societies raged on.’
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New Asylum Law

The situation has changed considerably after the ascension of the right
wing parties to power. It has become extremely hard, even virtually impossible,
to get asylum in the Netherlands. This issue has become more complicated
in the presence of the immigration minister; Rita Feirdonk, who is described
by the Dutch, and not only the refugees, as merciless. A comparison between
the number of refugees in 2000 and 2005 sheds light on the new asylum
law, which has been concluded in the EU, and is threatening many asylum
seekers with the possibility of being returned to their countries, regardless of
the political situations there. In 2000, more than 43500 applicants requested
asylum, but this number declined to 12350 applications in 2005.

In 2005 the asylum seekers in the Netherlands, as a percent of the total
applicants to European countries, were 6%. In contrast France attracted 20%,
Britain 13% and Germany 12% of asylum seekers. Refugees are placed in
special camps, until a decision is made regarding their applications. In the past,
this process used to take several months, but it now might require ten years.
On several occasions the Dutch authorities returned Iranians, Iragi Kurds and
Arabs to Kurdistan on the pretext that conditions there were calm.’

Basis for Integration into the Dutch Society

In the period since September | |™,the Dutch paradigm on the integration
of its Arab and Turkish immigrant population (about 6% of a total of 16
million) has gone from one of accommodation to an emphasis on requiring
compatibility from resident Muslims.

The swing has been away from multicultural concessions to obligations
that reject seemingly parallel societies. The basis for living in the Netherlands
has been defined as accepting the primacy of the Constitution, practical
standards of engagement in society such as Dutch language competence,
European notions relating to women's rights or homosexuality, and the plain
old cohesive value of work."
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to work, accommodation, and education. Some of their children do not get
the chance to pursue higher education and some even drop out of school
at an early stage. This certainly has a negative impact on the influence of the
community on the Dutch society

The Islamic Community and its Bearing on the
Palestinian Cause

The number of Muslims in the Netherlands, whose population is around
6 million, is approximately one million, and there are more than 600
mosques around the country. The Islamic communities in the Netherlands
are not much different from other Arab communities. The Turks form the
majority, exceeding 300,000. Although the Palestinian cause is important to
some in this community, it is not really a matter of major concern.The issues
that interest this group are those of its internal affairs and its relationship with
the Dutch society. This community focuses its activities on building mosques
and observing Islamic rituals. Its leaders tend to consider dealing with the
Palestinian cause as a political activity that may lead to confrontations with
the Dutch authorities. They prefer, therefore, to remain aloof. This stance
became more evident after || September 2001. Other Muslims in the
Netherlands, besides Turks, include Iranians, estimated to total 50,000 and
45,000 Afghanis.

The relationship between the Islamic community and the Dutch society
was strained after the murder in 2004 of the Dutch filmmaker, Theo Van
Gogh, who was an outspoken critic of Islam, by an extremist of Moroccan
origin named Mohammad Boyri who is now serving a lifetime prison
sentence. The incident sparked a wave of attacks on mosques and Islamic
centers around the country. There is also Samir Azozi, 22 years of age and
sentenced to 8 years in prison on charges of plotting attacks.' In addition, the
Dutch government began to cut back on welfare programs that encourage
immigrants to maintain strong links with their homelands.”
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The Arab Community and its Bearing on the
Palestinian Cause

The Arab community in the Netherlands totals about 300,000, with
Moroccan Arabs constituting the larger segment of the community. The
Moroccan community, however, is plagued with a split over the political
system in their country of origin. Opposition factions belong mainly to the
left wing movements, which consider support of the Palestinian cause as one
of their top priorities. Unfortunately, activities vis-a-vis Palestinian affairs are
confined to celebrating certain occasions and organizing speech festivals.
This is because the Moroccan community generally lacks trained activists
and sufficient financial resources. Thus, their activities are mainly focused on
opposing the political system in Morocco and on addressing the problems of
assimilation in the Dutch society, as required by the Dutch authorities.

The loyalists, on the other hand, adopt a positive stance toward the
Palestinian cause, always participating in demonstrations in support of
Palestine. This group, however, lacks the ability to effectively address the
Dutch public opinion regarding the Palestinian struggle. This is perhaps due
to the Islamic nature of this group, which is often seen as different and alien
to the majority of Dutch circles, from both the left and the right.

In addition to Moroccans, there is a large number of Iragis who came
to the Netherlands after the first Gulf war. They are estimated to be
around 45,000 including a significant number of Kurds. However, the stance
taken by members of the Iragi community toward the Palestinian cause is
ambivalent, due to the belief that most Palestinians supported the ousted
Iragi government of Saddam Hussein. Despite this, one would find a number
of Iragis who are rather active and enthusiastic towards Palestinian events
and are seen to take part in many of the Palestinian community’s activities,
as do some members of the Egyptian and Tunisian communities. The number
of Somali Arabs has receded due to their departure to Britain, after having
acquired the Dutch nationality.

The overall feature that characterizes the Arab community in the
Netherlands is its lack of strong organization and effective leadership. This
is due to the fact that the majority is, naturally, preoccupied with its daily
affairs. The Arabs in the Netherlands generally face some problems related
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Organizations Working for the Palestinian Cause

not been able to coordinate and join their forces on the basis of a solid plan
of action, with the objective of winning over the Dutch public opinion and
directing it towards supporting the struggle of the Palestinian people.

In spite of this prevailing rift, elements of strength in the Palestinian
community in the Netherlands do exist. One of these elements is the coming
of age to a second and a third generation of Palestinians. This generation is
expected to be more successful in addressing the Dutch society, given their
better knowledge of Dutch and their higher degree of integration in the
host society compared with the older generation. It is sad to note, however,
that Palestinian organizations do not give enough attention to this emerging
generation, nor do they direct any activities towards engaging its individuals
in community activism. An exception to this prevailing attitude was the
establishment, by some Palestinian women, of an Arabic school for Palestinian
children with the purpose of teaching them Arabic and the history of the

Palestinian cause. A few hundred children have enrolled in this school.
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Other Organizations

» Institute for Jewish Palestinian Dialogue

This institute was established in the 1980s. A small number of Palestinians
and Dutch Jews participate in its very limited activities. Strengthening personal
relationships among its members was the main achievement of the Institute
since its establishment.

» MeetYour Enemy Institute

Established in the year 2003, this institute adheres to the same agenda as
the Institute for Jewish Palestinian Dialogue. It did not engage in any significant
activities in favor of the Palestinian struggle. Its members concentrate
on forging personal relationships among themselves through organizing
orientation events.

» Another Jewish Voice

A few years ago, a Jewish organization calling itself “Another Jewish Voice'
made a debut. It was established by a number of Dutch Jews, who refuse
Israel's monopoly of Jewish representation in the world. They criticize Israeli
policy towards the Palestinians, and believe that the Palestinian people have
the right to establish an independent state on the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
It calls for the unification of Jerusalem as a capital of two states, Israel and
Palestine. It also calls for finding a just solution for the Palestinian refugees,
but gives no further details of its viewpoint regarding this issue. Some
distinguished Dutch figures who once occupied important positions, some
of whom were ministers, belong to this organization. Ed van Thijn, ex-Mayor
of Amsterdam and ex-Minister of the Interior, and Heeti do Ankona, former

Minister of Education and Health, are members of this organization.

The Community’s Internal Affairs

As detailed earlier; the Palestinian community in the Netherlands is plagued
with division and differences. The organizations and groups at present have
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the various Arab communities and societies, with the aim of coordinating
and consolidating common activities. The association has a well-prepared
plan of action for the year 2005. (For the declaration of the formation of the
‘Palestinian Community Association’, refer to the appendix.)

» Palestinian Council

The headquarters of this council is in the city of Utrecht. It has common
things with the association, except that membership in the council is not
restricted to ‘Fateh’” members. Members of the council present themselves
as independents. They, however; are not very active or influential, and their
activities are similar to those of the association. On the Dutch level, their
activities resemble those organized by the Dutch Left.

» Arab House

This is a forum that was established by a Palestinian businessman in The
Hague for Palestinian, Arab and Muslim intellectuals. However, its impact on
Dutch public opinion is hardly felt. Its activities are restricted to organizing
seminars and inviting Palestinian and other Arab thinkers to give lectures.
The audience of the Arab House is relatively constant. They are composed
mainly of a few dozen Palestinians, Arabs, and Muslims, as well as some Dutch
sympathizers.

» Palestine Dutch Committee

We must not overlook the prominent Palestine Dutch Committee. It
was established after the 1967 war by a Dutch leftist group, which supports
the Palestinian cause and is still active in support of the Palestinian cause
today. This committee belongs to the Left, and has always presented and
defended the Palestinian point of view. Despite its effect on the Dutch public
opinion, it was unable to win it over significantly to the Palestinian side.
However, it was effective in raising awareness of the Palestinian cause among
numerous political circles in the Netherlands. The committee continuously
issues booklets and pamphlets on the Palestinian struggle, together with a
periodical entitled ‘Sumood’, which is issued in participation with the ‘Belgian

Palestine Committee’.



the community’'s status. In this context, the community's chairman held
many meetings with Arab and Dutch societies known for their support and
sympathy to the Palestinian cause. Meetings were also held with some Arab
ambassadors in order to better acquaint them with the community and its
members.

With the help of various NGO's, liaison between the community and
Palestine was established, fulfilling the objective of bridging relations between
Palestinians in Diaspora and the Homeland. In addition, the last conference
encouraged some members of the community to open branches for the
association in their places of residence. Few activities were planned especially
during religious occasions, like Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha.

On national occasions, the Palestinian community in the Netherlands
played an important role in issuing declarations explaining the Palestinian
viewpoint. It was successful in monitoring and gauging the Dutch reaction
and in mobilizing public opinion in support of our people’s struggle. From
day one of the second ‘Intifada’ (uprising), which erupted in the year 2000,
the community began organizing demonstrations, mostly in the city of
The Hague, in front of the Parliament, as well as at the Israeli embassy
in Rotterdam, and in Maastricht in the south. The biggest demonstration,
however, took place in Amsterdam, organized in cooperation with a group of
Arab and Dutch organizations supporting the Palestinian cause, where men
and women of all ages participated.

The association had a conspicuous role at universities, where movies on
Palestine were often shown, and discussions on the Palestinian cause were
held, in addition to a number of interviews in the media. The community
also organized some cultural events, most significant of which was a festival
attended by a large audience, where the Palestinian folk poet, Abu-Arab
recited some of his popular poems.The Palestinian folk singing troupe ‘Haneen'’
also performed during Palestinian cultural events around the Netherlands.
The latest activity of the community was its participation, in October of
2004, in a festival held in Amsterdam, at the Oosterpark, in support of the
Palestinian people. Before that, the anniversary of the ‘Sabra’ and ‘Shatila’
massacres was held at The Hague, and a 'Palestinian Day’ was set up in
Utrecht.The association also participated in activities organized by a group of
more than seven societies supporting the Palestinian cause in the northern
city of Groningen, where a delegation from the Municipality of Jabalia’ in the
Gaza Strip took part. The association also held meetings with the leaders of
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Palestinian Organizations

The inactivity of the Palestinian community continued until the end of the
1990s when new initiatives were taken to set up a framework representing
the community in the Netherlands.The following four groups were established

and competed for the leadership of the community:

» Palestinian Community Association

This Association has no membership record and had not organized any
democratic elections since its inception. Its membership is restricted to
‘Fateh’ supporters, and its ability to mobilize the community or the local
public opinion is limited. Its activities are focused on organizing, during certain
Palestinian occasions, some parties that are attended by a small number of
community members. On the Dutch level, the activity of this association is
confined to participating in seminars and demonstrations that are organized
by the ‘Palestine Dutch Committee’.

Moreover, the leaders of this association do not speak Dutch fluently,
and are not well acquainted with the Dutch society and its way of thinking.
In addition, the political leadership of the PLO wields much influence on its
leadership that the latter’s ability to take any initiative is constrained. Such
initiatives remain subject to manipulation by the Palestinian leaders who are
thousands of miles away and lack accurate information on the actual state of
affairs in the Netherlands.

When examining the activities of the ‘Palestinian Community Association’
in the Netherlands, one certainly should pinpoint the role that the Association
should have played in bringing together members of the Palestinian community
and strengthening social ties amongst them, as well as with the Dutch society
itself. This also includes the role it should have played in bridging the gap
between the community's aspirations and the goals and objectives of our
people in Palestine.

The first conference organized by the ‘Palestinian Community Association’
was held in the city of Rotterdam amidst an enthusiastic atmosphere. An
administrative committee of seven members was elected and remained in
office until 1999.The second conference, attended by people from all over
the Netherlands, resulted in the election of a new administrative committee
for the association, which was entrusted with the responsibility of burnishing
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rationale behind Palestinian activists, and on the other; it led to a lack of
interest on the part of the Palestinian leadership in the role of the expatriate
Palestinian communities including that of the Netherlands.

Number of Palestinians in the Netherlands

The number of Palestinians in the Netherlands cannot be accurately
measured due to the lack of statistics. Estimates on this matter vary
considerably. It is certain, however; that the number of Palestinians in the
town of Vlaardingen exceeds one thousand. Most of them are descendants
of the old comers who immigrated to the Netherlands in the early 1960s.
Their number had naturally increased by marriage, family reunions, and some
newcomers.

Palestinian presence, however, is not confined to Vlaardingen, but also
includes other major Dutch cities. When the PLO relocated to Palestine in
1994, a substantial number of its employees in Tunisia chose to immigrate to
Europe. In addition, a number of Palestinians immigrated to the Netherlands
from the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as well as from Jordan. All newcomers
applied for political asylum, and those who were granted asylum remained in
the country, whereas those denied that right were asked to leave.

Therefore, the actual number of Palestinians in the country is not precisely
known, but is estimated to be around 10,000. The fact that the majority do
not have Palestinian passports or identities and that they were registered
under other nationalities, renders a precise census a difficult task.

Nevertheless,some sources put the number of members of the Palestinian
community at around 7,000, hailing from various regions in Palestine, since
1967, and belonging to all walks of life: laborers, peasants, students, engineers,
physicians, artists, painters, writers and journalists.



History of the Palestinian Community in the Netherlands

students and women, as branches of the Palestinian unions that were set
up in Lebanon and Syria. It seemed, at the time, that the formation of such
unions was likely to push forward Palestinian action. Indeed, the initiative
seemed promising. A venue was inaugurated in Vlaardingen, where the
majority of the community was living. In that place, more pro-Palestinian
activities were organized, until the year 1982, when the Palestinian resistance
had to leave Lebanon, followed by the hideous massacres of ‘Sabra’ and
‘Shatila’. The exodus of the Palestinian resistance from Lebanon, and the two
massacres that followed, caused a wave of forced immigration of Palestinians
in Lebanon towards Europe.The Netherlands was one of the countries that
received a part of this wave.

The increasing Palestinian immigration greatly increased the number
of Palestinians in the country, which raised the rate of enrollment in the
various unions. This period had three main characteristics. The establishment
of separate unions deprived the central Palestinian union of its role as a
community leader: In addition, the high influx of new Palestinian immigrants,
bringing with them the differences that mirrored political sensitivities and
disputes in Lebanon, led to clashes among Palestinian activists. This period
was also characterized by an increase in PLO influence and activities in the
community, which, sometimes, had a negative impact due to the lack of
understanding on the part of the PLO of the mechanisms of action in the

Dutch society.

During that period, the ‘PLO Representative Office’ was opened in the
Netherlands, but brought no positive impact on the community. The newly
established office was mainly concerned with recruiting as many Palestinians as
possible, without any concern for positive action or resolution of differences.
At the beginning of the 1990s, the Palestinian community office was closed,
and all unions of students, labors and women were shut down, including
the central Palestinian union in the Netherlands. As a result, the Palestinian
activities in the Netherlands became once again dependent on individual
initiatives embraced by some resident Palestinians. A long period of inactivity
in the Netherlands prevailed. The Palestinian Dutch committee, being under
no Palestinian influence, was the exception. However, as mentioned earlier,
its effect on Dutch public opinion was minimal.

It is worth mentioning here that the Oslo accords had a negative impact
on collective Palestinian activities. On the one hand, it weakened the political



due to lack of sufficient resources, was led, from the laborers' side, by the
late Mahmoud Al-Rabbani, the late Musa Al-Saudi and Dr. Wasef Sahdeed,
together with Rawhi Al-Khadr.

Post 1967 Era

After the June 1967 war, the ‘Palestine Dutch Committee’ was formed
by a group of Dutch leftists who were supportive of the Palestinian cause.
Still active today, this committee, however, remains confined to the left wing
movement and, despite great efforts exerted by its members, could not
force itself onto the public sphere in the Netherlands.

Moreover, no activity for the Palestinian community was recorded until
the beginning of the 1980s. All previous activities had been confined to the
‘Palestine Dutch Committee’and to a few Palestinian individuals;among them
were Mahmoud Al-Rabbani and Musa Al-Saudi. At the beginning of the year
1980, a group of Palestinians from the community called for a meeting to
discuss possible means of bringing about a pro-Palestinian action.The meeting
was held on the 26™ of January, and was attended by the PLO Representative
in Germany, Abdullah Al-Afranji. In this meeting, the ‘Palestinian Union in
the Netherlands’ was established, causing positive repercussions within the
Palestinian local community, where many of its members enrolled in the
nascent union. The '‘Union’ started an awareness campaign by organizing
seminars and demonstrations, and by contacting Dutch politicians with the
aim of drawing their attention to Israeli atrocities in Palestine.

On the 29" of November 1980, the ‘Union’ successfully organized a
great festival that was attended by about 3000 Arab and Dutch participants.
The late Khaled Al-Hasan delivered a touching speech and the festival was
considered the first of its kind in support of the Palestinian cause.The festival
was attended by many, including Dutch politicians from different political
stripes. This activity prodded Israeli pressure groups in the Netherlands to
organize a demonstration in front of the hall where the festival was being
held.

The success of the festival prompted the central Palestinian labor unions
and syndicates to establish Palestinian unions in the Netherlands for laborers,
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The Beginnings

The immigration history of the Palestinian community to the Netherlands
dates back to the early 1950s, the years that followed the Palestinian tragedy
in 1948.At the time, a small number of students came to the country seeking
both higher learning and work. This group of students encountered difficult
conditions, as well as a society that was sympathetic towards Israel and highly
ignorant of the Palestinian tragedy ‘Nakba’. This position characterized the
left, including the communists, who were much stronger then. However, the
Palestinian presence in the Netherlands began to change at the beginning
of the 1960s, particularly in the years 1961 and 1963, during which time a
Palestinian group of 120 laborers came to the country through a margarine
firm (ROMI), which had a branch in the Palestinian town of Nablus.
Consequently, the majority of the group members came from Nablus and its
surrounding villages and refugee camps.

The above-mentioned firm lodged these people in an overcrowded
accommodation and imposed on them restricting work conditions that
limited their freedom of movement and kept them constantly overworked.
In addition, they were confined to their appointed accommodation and
forbidden to work at any other place, under risk of deportation. Moreover,
the firm took no pain to ensure that these laborers learn Dutch. In fact,
due to work pressure, it was difficult for them to find the time to learn the
language or to mix with, and assimilate in, the Dutch society. As a result, they
kept their original Palestinian habits and norms, and received very little from
the new culture they lived in.The strong support for Israel in the Netherlands
discouraged them from indulging in any activity in support of the Palestinian
cause. Hence, they opted to present themselves as Jordanians, rather than
Palestinians. Even the inhabitants of the town of Vlaardingen, where they
stayed, were not aware of the presence of a Palestinian community amongst
them because of their low profile attitude.

This gathering of Palestinian laborers had a positive effect on the previously
mentioned students. Their presence prompted them to establish a Palestinian
association in the Netherlands in the mid-1960s, specifically in 1966, with
the objective of promoting awareness with regard to the Palestinian cause.
Their activity was concentrated on information and fund raising for the PLO.
This association, which was unable to survive for more than a few months,
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Foreword

The Palestine International Institute (PIl) pioneers in producing studies provided
by researchers in Diaspora, in coordination with the Institute, under the broad
category, ‘Palestinians in Diaspora’. This time we are pleased to present our readers
with the 2008 reviewed and updated edition of our study entitled ‘The Palestinian
Community in The Netherlands'. This study falls under the category of ‘Horizontal
Studies' series (which examines the emergence and evolution of communities and
tackles issues related to the origins, structure, makeup, size, problems, challenges. ..
etc, of Palestinian communities in Diaspora). The Pl also issues the ‘Parallel Studies’
series (which are supplemental studies with indirect bearing on communities, such
as the study on The Arab-European Relationships). These studies are overseen and
supervised by the Executive Chairman and the research team.In addition, our scientific
committee (comprised of Dr. Mohammad Mikdashi, Dr. Hasan Al-Charif, Dr: Emile
Nemah Khoury, and Nabil Dr. Dajani), looks over the upgrading and maintenance of
the PIl website, as well as the update of the ‘Vertical Studies’ series (which are studies
on the elite, focusing on the activists of the Palestinian communities in Diaspora).

Before scrutinizing the data, statistics, and information contained herein, we wish
to indicate that this study presents academic insight based on scientific and objective
research.This is indeed one of the goals for which PIl has been established.

Our researchers have exerted considerable effort, with relentless pursuit
and exploration, in order to overcome the difficulties imposed by the scarcity of
resources and documents, in an attempt to achieve integrated, rather than fractured,
data, at a time when scientific research is considerably lacking and insignificant. The
importance of this study, as well as other PIl studies, springs out from a number of
factors, the most important of which are the following:

It comes as an early harvest in a virgin land, where documents and sources of
information on these subjects, in both Arab and foreign libraries, are virtually non-
existent, including centers that specialize in Palestinian issues, and the Internet.

No scholar or institution has come up with a partial, needless to say complete,
series of studies about ‘Palestinians in Diaspora’ in countries where they exist, or
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